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Reciprocal Freedom elucidates the relationship 
between private law and the state, presenting 
reciprocal freedom as the normative idea 
underlying a legal order in which private law 
occupies a distinctive place. Weinrib develops 
a set of interconnected conceptions of private 
law, corrective justice, rights, ownership, the 
role of legal institutions, distributive justice, 
the relationship of constitutional rights to 
private law, and the rule of law.

Features
•	 A ground-breaking book on the theory of 

private law that develops the connection 
between private law and public law

• 	 Covers the law in an extensive list of 
jurisdictions (United States, Canada, UK, 
Germany, Israel, and South Africa)

• 	 Takes a Kantian approach to combine legal 
and philosophical analysis in a clear and 
elegant style

• 	 Written by one of the world’s preeminent 
legal philosophers
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